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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

AS  TO  THE 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Wangford  Rural  District, 

During  the  Year  1913. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
COUNCIL  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WANGFORD. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  be  allowed  to  lay  before  you  my  report 
for  the  year  1913. 

The  Wangford  Rural  District  extends  along  the 
southern  bank  of  the  river  Wavenev  for  14  miles  with  an 
average  breadth  of  about  6  miles,  covering  an  area  of 
31,192  acres.  In  the  river  valley  there  is  a  considerable 
area  of  marsh  land  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad  liable 
to  be  flooded  after  heavy  rains.  Awray  from  the  valley  of 
the  river  the  ground  rises  to  an  average  height  of  80  feet 
above  the  sea  level,  and  the  surface  is  undulating.  The 
higher  land  is  covered  with  a  layer  of  the  Great  Chalky 
Boulder  Clay,  beneath  which  sands  and  gravel  are  found 
down  to  the  level  of  the  river  bed.  On  the  clay  area  ponds 
are  numerous  and  form  the  chief  water  supply  of  the 
District. 

The  population  is  almost  entirely  agricultural,  or 
dependent  upon  agriculture. 
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The  Births  registered  in  the  district  were  : — 


Males 

Females 


58 


57 


Total 


1 15 


Giving  a  birth  rate  when  corrected  of  22*8  per 
thousand,  as  compared  with  24^05  per  thousand  for  the  same 
district  for  1912. 

Of  Illegitimate  children  there  were  8  births  registered. 

The  Deaths  for  the  district  for  1913  were  62,  giving 
a  death  rate  of  127  per  thousand,  as  compared  with  ii'8 
per  thousand  for  the  previous  year. 

This  is  a  slight  increase  on  last  year  but  may  be 
regarded  as  satisfactory,  of  the  deaths,  33  were  65  years  and 
upwards. 

There  is  a  verv  marked  increase  in  the  Infant 
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Mortality  death  rate  during  the  last  two  years,  13  deaths  in 
each  year  having  occurred  in  infants  under  1  year  of  age, 
of  these  Zymotic  disease  only  accounts  for  one  death. 

The  Water  Supply  in  the  district  is  dependent  on 
open  ponds. 

Sewerage. — The  Pail  System  for  the  night-soil  is 
employed.  'There  is  no  systematic  removal  of  house  refuse. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies.— These  have  been  period¬ 
ically  inspected.  There  are  14  cowkeepers  on  the  register 
and  on  an  average  385  cows  kept.  The  high  standard 
previously  attained  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  cow¬ 
sheds  is,  I  am  glad  to  report  well  maintained. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — During  the  year  20  cases  have 
been  notified  as  follows  : — 


Diphth  eria 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Pulmonary  Tuberculous 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculous 


4 

4 

6 


4 


Total 


20 
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Diphtheria. — Of  the  four  cases  notified  three  of  them 
were  contracted  outside  the  area  of  the  Wangford  Rural 
District. 

Scarlet  Fever. — All  four  cases  occurred  in  one  set  of 
cottages  in  an  outlying  district  and  was  of  a  very  mild  type, 
Three  out  of  the  four  cases  showed  no  signs  of  illness  but 
were  found  to  be  “  peeling.” 

Pulmonary  Tuberculous. — Four  cases  were  notified 
during  the  year,  one  of  which  ended  fatally.  This  number 
being  a  decrease  of  3  as  compared  with  last  year.  Five 
deaths  from  this  disease  were  registered,  giving  a  death  rate 
of  '9  per  thousand. 

Cancer. — Four  deaths  were  registered  from  this 
disease  as  compared  with  9  in  the  previous  year  giving  a 
death  rate  of  '8  per  thousand. 

Measles  was  very  prevalent  during  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  necessitating  the  closing  of  St.  Andrew’s  School  up 
to  the  27th  of  January,  and  Flixton  School  from  March  31st 
to  April  2 1st. 

Housing’  Accommodation. — Work  under  the  House 
and  Town  Planning  Act  is  being  proceeded  with  as  the 
Sanitary  Census  is  completed  in  each  parish. 

In  the  parish  of  St.  Andrews,  Ilketshall,  58  houses 
were  inspected. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under 
and  for  the  purpose  of  Section  17  of  the 
Act  of  1909  ...  ..  ...  58 

Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were 
considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 


human  habitation  ...  ‘  ...  3 

Number  of  representations  made  of  the 
Local  Authority,  with  a  view  to  the 
making  of  closing  orders  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  3 

Number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were 

remedied  without  making  closing  orders  39 
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Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  after  the 
making  of  closing  orders  were  put  in  a  fit 
state  for  human  habitation  ...  o 

General  character  of  defects  found  to  exist  : — 
Dampness,  Lack  of  Light  and  Ventilation. 

One  case  of  overcrowding  was  dealt  with  during 

I9I3* 


The  appended  report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  gives 
further  information. 


There  are  no  Factories  in  the  District. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

ERNEST  LEACH, 

M.A.,  M.D.,  (Oxon.) 


February ,  1914. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st ,  1913. 


WANGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT, 


I  have  to  report  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  day  of 
December,  1913,  that  the  inspection  of  the  District  has 
been  systematically  carried  out  during  the  year  and  may 
be  described  as  follows. 

The  number  of  complaints  made  to  me  respecting 
nuisances  that  required  any  attention  was  two. 

The  number  of  nuisances  abated  was  twenty-two, 
while  a  similar  number  of  notices  to  the  occupiers  of  the 
premises  were  served.  The  necessity  of  prosecuting  for  the 
enforcement  of  the  Council’s  Orders  has  taken  place  in  three 
cases.  Visits  have  been  made  to  thirty-seven  premises,  to 
14  cowsheds  with  385  cows.  The  disinfection  of  premises 
after  infectious  disease  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  four,  and  visits  paid  to  same 
ten.  There  have  been  two  new  cottages  built  in  the  District 
and  water  certificates  granted.  Two  new  privies  have  been 
built  and  sixteen  converted  to  the  pail  system.  Notice  to 
abate  overcrowding  has  been  complied  with  in  one  case.  A 
new  well  has  been  sunk  at  St.  Cross,  and  a  good  and 
satisfactory  supply  of  water  obtained. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. 

Satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past 
year  of  the  inspection  of  houses  in  accordance  with  the 
above  act,  the  results  for  the  year  ending  1913  is  as  follows. 
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Fifty-eight  premises  visited  and  285  rooms  examined, 
measured  and  the  general  accommodation  and  particulars 
noted. 


One  House  had 

one  Bedroom  occupied  by 

one 

Adult. 

Twenty-eight  „ 

two 

99 

62 

„  and 

30 

Children, 

Twenty-four  „ 

three  „ 

99 

64 

99  99 

44 

99 

Three  „ 

four  •„ 

9  9 

12 

99  99 

5 

99 

Four  „ 

five  and  over 

99 

12 

99  99 

5 

99 

It  would  thus  appear  that  nearly  one  half  the 
population  of  this  parish  are  living  in  Cottages  of  one  and 
two  Bedrooms.  Only  one  case  of  overcrowding  was  found 
to  exist  as  measured  by  the  Standard  required  of  300ft.  cube 
for  adults  and  150ft.  cube  for  children.  The  majority  of  the 
Cottages  contain  but  two  Bedrooms  and  may  be  divided 
into  two  classes,  those  with  flat  ceilings  and  the  others  with 
ceilings  partly  or  wholly  in  the  roof.  Where  the  Cottage 
contains  only  two  bedrooms  it  is  in  most  cases  necessary  to 
go  through  the  first  room  before  entering  the  second.  Many 
of  the  Cottages  are  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition  damp 
walls,  insufficiency  of  light  and  ventilation,  Bedrooms  so 
low  of  pitch  that  it  is  impossible  to  stand  upright  in  them, 
brick  floors  broken  and  uneven,  staircases  generally  in  one 
corner  of  the  living  room  difficult  to  ascend  and  structually 
defective. 

Many  Cottages  have  been  unrepaired  for  a  length  of 
time,  with  the  exception  of  a  little  paint  and  colouring 
externally.  Your  Committee  have  inspected  39  cottages 
and  notices  have  been  served  on  the  owners  under  Sec.  15  of 
the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  to  execute  such 
repairs  as  are  required  to  render  them  fit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion. 


Closing  orders  have  been  served  in  three  cases. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  REES, 

Inspector. 


Table  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during’  1913  and  previous  years. 

WANGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  the 
District. 
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District. 

Rate. 

7 

153 

13  8 

1517 

14  01 

13  7 

15  2 

Number. 

6 

00  CO  CO  GO  CO 

■— i  0  co  co  CO 

r-H  r-H 

74 

Births. 

Nett. 

Rate. 

5 

21  4 

21  6 

28-2 

23  3 

24.05 

QO 

CO 

CO 

Number. 

4 

165 

166 

123 

98 

115 

r— H 
r— H 
r-H 

Un¬ 

corrected 

Number. 

3 

01  co 
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Year. 

:  1 
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Total  population  at  all  ages .  4,820  \ 

rea  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water),  31,192.  Number  of  inhabited  houses .  1,117  [At  the  Census  of  1911 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4  j 


Table  II.— Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1913. 

WANGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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Isolation  Hospital  or  Sanatoria. — None. 


able  III. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1913 


WANGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages  of  “Residents” 

WHETHER  OCCURING  WITHIN  OR  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT. 

Total  Deaths 

whether  of 
“  Residents  ” 
or  “  Non- 
Residents  ”  in 
Institutions 
in  the 
District. 

11 

Causes  of  Death. 

1 

All 

Ages. 

2 

Under 
i  year 

3 

i  and 
under 

2 

4 

2  and 
under 

5 

5 

5  and 
under 
15 

6 

[5  and 
under 
25 

7 

25  and 
under 
45 

8 

15  and 
under 

65 

9 

55  and 
up¬ 
wards 

10 

.  ..  I  Certified 

All  causes  ]  Uncertified 

61 

21 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

•  . 

•  • 

•  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

Small-pox 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Measles 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Scarlet  fever 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Whooping-cough 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Influenza 

•  • 

•  • 

•  ♦ 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuber- 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

culosis) 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  Meningitis 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Cancer,  malignant  Disease  . . 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

2 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  0 

•  • 

Meningitis 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

7 

2 

•  • 

*  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

1 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

Organs 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  . . 

•  • 

• . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Alcoholism 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  « 

’i 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 
Congenital  Debility  and  Mal¬ 
formation,  including  Prem- 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

1 

•  • 

*  • 

ature  Birth 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

3 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

*  * 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Suicide 

2 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Suicides 

. . 

• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Other  defined  Diseases 

13 

2 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

1 

7 

8 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9 

8 

| - — - - — 

Totals  ... 

62 

13 

1 

2 

•  • 

6 

3 

3 

33 

Table  IV.— Infantile  Mortality  during*  the  year  1913. 

WANGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1  week. 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under 

1  month. 

1-3  months. 

C/7 

r~j 

G 

O 

s 

CO 

CO 

6-9  months. 

9-12  months. 

Total  under 

1  year. 

All  ( Certified 

Causes.  i  Uncertified 

Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

J  Measles 
|  Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping-cough 
l Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

( Tuberculous  Meningitis 
-  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
(Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . . 
Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous)  .. 
Convulsions 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

|  Diarrhoea  .  . 
j  Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

(Congenital  Malformations 
Premature  Birth 
j  Atrophy,  Debility  and 
Marasmus 

Other  causes 

2 

* 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

13 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

o 

o 

3 

2 

4 

1 

13 

Nett  Births  in  |  legitimate— 107.  Nett  Deaths  in  the  I  legitimate  infants— 13. 
the  year  (  illegitimate— 8.  year  of  1  illegitimate  infants— 0. 


ERNEST  LEACH,  M  D  (Oxon).,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

February,  1914 


